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Rule 1 - Definitions

A. YOUTH PLAYER is a person who has not reached the age of nineteen (19) years prior to August 1 immediately preceding the start of a seasonal year.  A player who reaches his/her nineteenth (19th) birthday on or after August 1st of the current seasonal year shall be allowed to complete the seasonal year.

B. COACH is a person who has reached his/her twenty-first (21st) birthday prior to August 1st of the current seasonal year and is properly registered and rostered to a team as the individual responsible for the youth players assigned to the team.

C. REGISTRATION means the signing of intent to play the sport of soccer and the paying of fees to become a member of this league.

D. TEAM means a recognized entity organized for the purpose of playing the sport of soccer.

E. ROSTERING means assignment of a registered player to a team.

F. ELIGIBILITY TO PLAY means registered and not under suspension

G. SUSPENSION means the temporary withdrawal of rights and privileges such as, but not limited to:  the right to play, coach, or otherwise administer or participate (directly or indirectly) in the game of affiliated soccer.  Any person or group (team, club, board, league, etc.) that has been suspended shall be in less than good standing for the entire term of the suspension with all rights and privileges withdrawn unless specifically stated otherwise by the suspending authority.

H. ADD means the addition of a player who has not been rostered to a team during the current seasonal year.

I. RELEASE means the withdrawal of a player from a roster during the current seasonal year.

J. TRANSFER means the movement of a currently or previously registered and/or rostered player onto the roster of another team, or of a player that returns to the same roster during the current seasonal year after having been released.

K. REFEREE is an individual who has completed the prescribed course of study and obtained a certification from the national soccer referee organization of the USSF.  Referees have to retest and certify each year to keep their credentials current. 

L. GAME or MATCH means a scheduled competition between two (2) member teams in good standing that is conducted as part of the league's seasonal programs.

Rule 2 - Risk Management

The league is responsible for insuring that all persons as required by the state sanctioning body (SAY) complete the /Volunteer Disclosure Statement.Those not registered are not permitted contact with players and/or teams.  The District Risk Management Coordinator will notify leagues of those individuals who have completed the forms.  It is the responsibility of the league, club, and/or team to not permit any individual to have contact with players in any capacity who does not complete the form. All districts are to appoint a risk management representative to ensure this is enforced. 
Rule 3 - Code of Ethics and Conduct

In ethics what matters is what one does, not what one thinks or says.  An ethic has little value until it is put into practice.  For this reason, every player, coach, parent, and fan is encouraged to adopt the philosophy of this code of ethics and follow these principles while participating in the programs of the WCOSA.

· The most important, fundamental concept that must be taught and learned is what is meant by good play.

· Good play is skillful, fair, and sporting play that does not include foul or abusive language

· The attitude of players, coaches, and spectators toward referees is vital.  The referee's job is to ensure that fair and skillful soccer prevails.  They may make mistakes, but players, coaches, and spectators shall accept the referee's decisions without dissent.

· A match played in a fair and sporting manner will be more enjoyable for all concerned.

· Nothing is wrong with wanting to win; what is wrong wants to win at any cost.

· The coach, the players, and the parents shall acknowledge good, skillful play; and must allow for mistakes, especially by younger, less skillful, players.

· The coach by actions and words shall encourage a love for the game in all who come into his or her sphere of influence.

· The coach must always put the welfare of the players before the results of any game.

· A coach should not shout at nor demean players or officials.

· The coach should provide the role model for his or her players.  Players can be expected to behave accordingly.

Rule 4 – Programs

A. The WCOSA shall organize and promote a recreational soccer program within its member clubs and encourage said clubs to provide all interested youth within their boundaries, irrespective of sex and skill levels, the opportunity to play soccer; and to encourage good sportsmanship and fair play for all participants therein.

Recreational soccer, as defined by the official administrative rulebook of the USSF, is an intra-club league in which:

· The use of tryouts, invitations, recruiting, or any like process to roster players selectively to any team on the basis of talent or ability is prohibited;

· The clubs administering the league accept as participants in the league any and all eligible youths (subject to reasonable terms and registration);

· A system of rostering players is employed for the purpose of creating fair or balanced distribution of playing talent among all teams participating;

· League rules require that each player play at least one-half (1/2) of each game except for reasons of injury, illness, or discipline.

The WCOSA shall sponsor one (1) seasonal recreational soccer program. This will be called a "fall" program that is held from August 1 through November 1 of the current seasonal year.

B. The WCOSA may sponsor at least one referee certification clinic each year.

C. The WCOSA may from time to time sponsor coaching classes and certification clinics as demand and interest warrant.  These classes and clinics are offered through the SAY state-coaching program.

Rule 5 - Registration and Fees

A. All players, coaches, or teams wishing to compete in the league's program must register through their respective member club.  Member clubs must submit player registrations and team rosters by the league-established deadline for such materials to be eligible to participate in the league's seasonal program(s).  Failure to meet registration deadlines shall result in the assessment of Late Fee Penalties as described in the Schedule of Fees and Dues for each team, player, coach, and club.

B. The player and coach are registered from the moment the registration form is signed by the player, player's agent, or coach, and the appropriate fees and dues have been paid.

C. All players, coaches, and teams registered during the "fall" seasonal program that begins on August 1 of the current year shall be considered registered with the league for the entire seasonal year.

D. Fees and dues for league registration shall be established by the league's Board of Directors and published in the league's schedule of fees and dues.

E. Player and coach registration information shall be provided to the league's registrar on a timely basis using the prescribed computer registration program.  Clubs holding PROVISIONAL membership status will be provided a minimal copy of the registration program at no charge for the length of their provisional status.  Upon obtaining FULL MEMBER CLUB status, it becomes the responsibility of the club to purchase a copy of the computer registration program.

Rule 6 - Age Limit Definitions and Roster Limitations

A. Proof of Age

Proof of age shall consist of birth certificate, birth registration, board of health records, passport, alien registration card, or age certificate issued by an appropriate government agency.  Hospital, baptismal, or religious certificates will not be accepted.

It is the responsibility of each member club to confirm and attest to the proper age of each member player and coach.

B. Age Divisions

The league shall provide inter-club competition within predefined age divisions that are based on the player's age before the first day of August on the immediately preceding seasonal year except as noted in section C below.

Current age divisions authorized as part of the league's recreational soccer program are:

1. Under 19 years of age

2. Under 16 years of age - 8th grade

3. Under 14 years of age – 7th grade

4. Under 12 years of age

5. Under 10 years of age

6. Under 8 years of age

7. Under 6 years of age

C. Special Exclusions to Age Limit Definitions

The league recognizes that during the fall seasonal program there may be situations where the older age programs (under 16 and under 19) are not available due to participation in high school soccer.  A special exemption (know as the trapped eighth grader exemption) is granted if all of the following conditions are met:

1. The youth player requesting this exemption is attending the eighth grade or lower

2. The youth player has not reached age sixteen (16) before August 1 of the current seasonal year

3. The player does not have an opportunity to participate on an appropriate age division sponsored by the member club.

D. Maximum Roster

1. No team competing at the under 12-age division or older shall be allowed more than eighteen (18) players on its roster at any given time during the seasonal year.  

2. No team competing at the under 10 or under 8 age division shall be allowed more than fourteen (14) players on its roster at any given time during the seasonal year.

3. No team shall be allowed more than three (3) coaches on its roster at any time during the seasonal year.

4. Special exemptions to the maximum roster size can be granted by majority vote of the leagues board of directors.  A request for exemption must be presented in writing prior to the start of a seasonal program.

E. Minimum roster

1. No team shall be allowed to have less than seven (7) players on its roster at any given time during the seasonal year.

2. All teams must have at least one registered coach on its roster at all times during the seasonal year.

3. No exemptions to minimum roster size shall be granted.

F. Age Group Promotion

1. At the discretion of each member club, players may be promoted no more than one age group division above where they would normally play based on their birth date.  For example:  a player that by age would play at the under-10 age division may be promoted to play at the under-12 age division, but can not be promoted to an under-14 age division team.

2. No more than four (4) under-10 aged players may be promoted to play on a single under-12 age division team.

3. No more than four (4) under-12 aged players may be promoted to play on a single under-14 age division team

G. Improper Registration

Any team playing a player who is over-age (except as noted in section C above), or who is not registered, or who is improperly entered on the team's roster shall forfeit the games in which that player takes part, and may be suspended from further participation in the league's seasonal program.

Rule 7 - Multiple Rostering

A. No player may roster on more than one team of the same age and level of competition during a seasonal program

B. A player may roster on multiple teams at different ages or at different levels of competition during a seasonal program.  Such a player is defined as being "dual" rostered and must declare a primary team at the time dual registry is established.  Obligations of the primary team shall take precedence in the event of scheduling conflicts.  The rules for establishing a primary team designation are left to the individual member clubs/teams to determine.

Rule 8 - Rules of Play

A. Except as provided by this league or its member clubs, the FIFA "Laws of the Game" shall apply to any and all competition sponsored by the WCOSA.    

B. Except as provided by this league or its member clubs, substitutions shall be unlimited except where specified otherwise in the rules and regulations for special competition.  Substitutions may be made, with the consent of the referee, at the following times:

1. Prior to a throw-in by the team in possession

2. Prior to a goal kick, by either team

3. After a goal, by either team

4. After an injury, by either team, when the referee stops play

5. At half time

C. All players participating in the league's recreational program shall play in at least one half (1/2) of each game except due to injury, illness, or for disciplinary reasons.  Players not eligible to play one half of a game for disciplinary reasons shall be reported to the referee prior to the start of the game.

D. Failure to Compete

All teams are expected to compete in the regularly scheduled games of a seasonal program.  If a team determines it will be unable to compete at the scheduled time and date, it is that team's responsibility to contact its opponent and attempt to reschedule the game.  If the game cannot be rescheduled at a time, date, and place mutually acceptable then the team that was unable to appear at the league scheduled time and date shall forfeit the game.

Teams failing to give notice, or teams that repeatedly forfeit or fail to compete at the scheduled time and date may be suspended from further competition during the current seasonal program; and could face further sanctions at the discretion of the league's Disciplinary Committee.

E.  Game Officials

1. All games scheduled and played as part of the league's seasonal program shall played under the control of a certified, neutral, soccer referee.  Games played at the under 10-age level and higher shall be under control of a three (3) man certified, neutral, referee team.

2. The referee shall have the power to decide as to the fitness of the playing field for all games.  In other respects, the duties of the referee and assistant referees are as defined in the "Laws of the Game".

3. In the event the referee appointed to a game fails to appear, if assistant referees have been appointed, one of the assistants shall take charge.  The game shall not be played unless at least one certified, neutral, referee is present to officiate the game.

4. It is the responsibility of the "home" member club to assign certified, neutral referees to league games scheduled to be played during the seasonal program.

5. The referee shall have the power during the game to deal with players, coaches, or spectators guilty of violent conduct or using threatening or abusive language.  Spectators and coaches can be sent from the area of play for this type of conduct.  Players can be ejected from the game.  The referee shall forward to the WCOSA's vice president the names of any persons guilty of this type of conduct with a written report fully describing the incident.  In the case of a player being ejected from a game, the referee shall submit the name and player pass (if available) of the guilty player along with a detailed game report describing the incident(s) that lead to the player ejection to the league's vice president.

Rule 9 - Suspension Because of Litigation

Any person participating in any WCOSA program, who becomes involved as a defendant in litigation detrimental to the welfare of youth players, or litigation based on activities detrimental to the welfare of youth players, shall be suspended from all soccer-related activities until completion of the litigation.  The Disciplinary Committee at the completion of litigation shall review the status of the person.  Matters detrimental to the welfare of youth players shall include crimes of moral turpitude and felonies.  The person has the right to appeal whether the matter that is the substance of the accusation, if true, is detrimental to the welfare of youth players.

Rule 10 - Team and Player Breach of Rules

A. It is the responsibility of the Vice President and the Disciplinary Committee to investigate any reported violation or infringement of the league's constitution, by-laws, and rules of operation.  Failure to cooperate in such an investigation shall result in disciplinary action up to and including suspension.

B. Any player ejected from a league game shall not be allowed to participate in the next immediately following scheduled league game.  If a player pass has been issued, the player may not resume play until the league vice president has returned the player pass.  A player may receive more than a one game suspension based on the severity of the offense or due to repeated offenses.  The length of a player's suspension, if more than a single game, shall be determined by the league's Disciplinary Committee and communicated to the player and the player's coach in a timely fashion.

C. Any player found guilty of knowingly submitting falsified birth information shall be suspended from participating in any league program for the remainder of the current and the next seasonal year.

D. Any team found guilty of knowingly using an ineligible player shall not be allowed to compete further during the seasonal program.  

E. Any coach, manager, or official found guilty of knowingly using an ineligible player(s) shall be suspended for the remainder of the seasonal year.

F. Coaches and other team officials shall be subject to all rules pertaining to the game of soccer and misconduct as defined in the "Laws of the Game".  These individuals shall be subject to official caution, ejection, and suspension for rules violations.

G. Any other individual who may be reasonably construed as being associated with a team such as relatives of players and other spectators shall also be subject to the jurisdiction and authority of the WCOSA.  The coach (es) or other team officials shall be held responsible for the conduct and actions of any individual(s) at any league sponsored competition, which in the opinion of the referee, is a supporter of that team.  Failure to control the conduct and actions of such related individuals may result in official sanctions against the associated team.

Rule 11 - Protests

A. All questions relating to the qualifications of competitors, qualifications of referees, interpretation of rules, or any disputes or protests whatever relating to competition shall be referred to the WCOSA's Disciplinary Committee.  Decisions of the Committee shall be binding on all parties involved.

B. To be valid and eligible for consideration, each Disciplinary Committee protest:

1. Must be verbally lodged with the referee and with the opposing coach at the game site before entering the field of play or leaving the game site except as noted in item 4 of this rule; and

2. Must be filed with the Disciplinary Committee with written copies of any pertinent information.

3. All protests must be postmarked or received by the Vice President of the WCOSA no more than forty-eight (48) hours following the scheduled game from which the protest arises.

4. Any protest relating to grounds goal posts, bars, or other field conditions shall be considered only if written objection has been lodged with the referee and opposing coach prior to the start of the game.

5. The league's Vice President shall immediately on receipt of such protest notify the team, club, or individual against which such protest is made and shall send a copy of the protest and all related materials to that entity, which will then have the right to defend its case.

6. A lawyer shall not represent either parties at a hearing of a charge or protest unless he/she is a bona fide member of one of the parties concerned.

7. A plea of ignorance to rules and regulations of this league is not sufficient grounds for appeal or protest.  Violators may expect appropriate action by this league.

C. Appeals of player, coach, team, or club sanctions shall be referred to the WCOSA's Appeals Committee per the procedures for appeal as defined in the leagues constitution.
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